Dear Joe, 3/22/90 

The? writer of the enclosed letter, a stranger to lae, is not a man of means because 
he has teen buying books as he can pay for them. The TV show on the King assassination 
is the Tpitish crew, producing for BBC , • that I helped. The first half was OK but the last 
was lousy and disxnformational. Tnejjwient f of the crap made up by a college professor who 
cribbed some of my work and credited the FBI and his own derring do with what I gave him 
-opies of. As I'll go into below, if I do not forget, I have reason to suspect he is now 
totts&x up to another literary thievery. 

Although the writer of the l 1 tier does not have exactly the s. me bojJok as you for 
me to write, he has the same kinds of thoughts. 

It happens that in the past couple of days I've arranged for a little of what you 
have in ( mind to be done by another dear friend. I may have sent you copies of letters to 
him, to David. Drone is a professor of history at the Univ. Wisconsin at Stevens teint. 

He had a historians convention to attend in Washington and he was to interview candidates 
for the history faculty there, lie arranged to spend the first couple of days here. We are 
fond of him and his family and we are always glad when he can visit. Even though most of 
the visits mean work. Vie worked just about all the time he was here. other things 

he is an authentic expert on Indians, many ol whom live in his state under the worst of 
conditions. He expends great efforts to help them, even teaching on his own time. He has 
just finished a difficult job of spending Saturday mornings teaching a course for Indians 
(but not them alone) on the provisions of the applicable treaties the US signed with them. 
He alsih i§ trying to help preserve their culture. 

Dave had one thing, other than social, in mind when he arranged his schedule to be 
able to spend a couple of days here. He had in mind a scholarly article of about 4,000 
words. He S00 n agreed to make it a book. When he left I'd provided him with a skeleton, 
which is not the same as an outline, part of an outline, a title he likes, text that 
justify the title, really validate it, pretty much all of the content, and "new evidence" 
of which he did not know. I feel good about it, he feels a bit tetter than just good, 
and I think that if he does a good job on it there are promising prospects for the book, 
for a humber of reasons. One is the content and the approach and another is the altered 
publishing attitude toward aspects of the subject. The generkH idea is well within the 
unatticulated parameters of today's publishing on the subject. 

It will include some of what you have in mind both implicitly and explicitly. Hot 
a lot but some, where it is relevant to the tlirust of the book. The tentative tifte I 
suggested and he likes is "Dubious Epitaph." 

I loaned him a tablet, a fesh one, and he numbered the pages, and the page he did 
not use but numbered is 6u. So, you can see he made extensive notes. B OEie Q f lanaguage for 
the book. He wrote some out in longhand while I spoke it. 

It is a format that will be both scholarly and popular. By which I mean it will 
be scholarly, with all the requisite notes and footnotejh, but it will have content that 
is popular in appeal. 

He will be zinging the FBI, but not it alone. Part of the polite scorching begins 
with the English fable of the minstrel, Blondel, if you remember it, and that is what 
is the tegigning of scorching of other than the FBI. That he has word-for-word because 
he liked it as I told it. 

He is quite busy, doing more already than one professor usually undertakes. Bo he'll 
be pressed for time. Working at odds and ends of time makes' concentration difficult. n e 'Ll 
also have a problem of spending s^Li^fetime/ in lecture course, so he is used to lecturing, 
and! that is the worst approach for such a book. But he is energetic and works hard and I'm 
hopeful tliat he'll be able to proceed. 

Ten minutes before the cab was due to take him to the airport a publisher who knows 
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'phoned. It may not be because that published publisheVfrhim that his rep. phoned because 
it was not someone with whom he'd dealt. The connection was bad, he had to finish the con- 
versation, so he had no time to ask questions. The purpose of SSecall was to asm him if 
he'd read a manuscript that has Oswald as a 0X4 agent. He was not told the name of the 
author and he and I concluded it was the same guy. Hisj^aiae is PhilTSTT^elansin. He is 
a history or polisci prof at the Univ. of mass . , Southern branch. After we decided he is 
the gyy I spoke to someone who might know and learned that he had been ^cyfediig on that 
topic, also, this publisher, a small one, is sm.sbidj.ary of his publisher of "The 
Murkin Conspiracy, " part of which he took from me aad when he had kept secret from me 
that he intended such a book, instead leading me to believe it was for his teaching, I' tee 
spent tine with him and gave fcjin many documents. He does not credit me with providing any 
of the documents, some of which he misrepree£nts , and instead credits, profusely, the 
staff of the FBI rea ding room. From wliich he may hqve gotten some documents but not a 
single one that X did not get by long and costly litigation. All the available records 
became available through that litigation and no other way. let this scholar, if that is 
the right word, has no mention of that litigation. Even his title comes from it, MUK- 
KI1J becing the FBI’s title for that file. ^ 

What, I often wonder, can we expect of such professors' teaching. With (e^ics and 
morality this reflects, what standards do they give their students? 

Thefe are some records I showed him with confidentiality. Having seen them he can 
get copies, if I did not let him have copies, by duplicating my request. So, I showed 
Dave that file, which includes the fact that it was released to me and the date, and 
he'll know if it is cribbed or passed off as the scholar's original scholarship. If he 
doe snot use that, he'll have a pmsspoor book. Which he may have in any event and I think 
most likely will have. 

<i * 

I began a book with the uorkirg title Agent Oswald many years ago and had to lay 
it<%ide. I use this title in the sense of a question and not with Oswald as a CIA em- 
ployee. Hot an agent like E. Howard Hunt, for example, but one who served it. 

I obj ct rnorg to dishonesty than to the cribbing, it is inevitable that others use 
what is my work and I usually help them dcSpnt, as 1 just did with Dave. They cannot 
avoid it because I forced out of secrecy most of the records that are now available. Last 
year and the year before, aside from whaT * did personally, I got two studentd who searched 
and copied my files for others. One worked all he*- spare time for a semester and the other 
for a calendar year and for at least three people. One of the three is a lawyer who came to 
me with false pretenses and is actually working on a book he hopes can also be a movie 
or TV prog -am, a special. He lias not mentioned this to me, ethics and morality again, but 
he did to others to whom I referred him. 

In any event, in writing you that a l±t-cle of what you had in mind is to be done I'm 
also makin g a brief note for my book file and for the future. 

Our best. 



